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barbarian: Romans adapted this term to refer to anything or anyone non-

Greco-Roman. It was one of the most famous barbarians, Alaric the Goth, 

who first “sacked” Rome (in 410 A.D.).

basilica: A large, public, roofed hall built for conducting business and legal 

matters and usually located in the center of a Roman town. In Hellenistic 

cities, basilicas appeared in the second century B.C.

baths: A complex consisting of warm and cold pools, steam rooms, exercise 

and game areas, food stands, and other amenities. Pools and rooms were 

heated through an advanced engineering system that allowed steam to 

circulate through holes between walls and flooring. Going to the baths was 

an important societal ritual for men and women of all ages and classes. 

forum: The main public square in the middle of a town, the forum was 

both a market and social meeting place and was generally surrounded by 

important temples and buildings. Many forums in Rome were constructed 

by and named for emperors.

fresco: A type of painting done on wet plaster.

gladiator: A trained warrior who fought other gladiators or animals to the 

death in open-air arenas called amphitheaters. Most were male slaves, 

spoils of war, condemned criminals, or Christians. The fights were violent 

and bloody and, like chariot races, were a hugely popular form of Roman 

entertainment.

Latin: The official language of the republic and the empire; one of several 

languages spoken in imperial times.

lictor: A member of a special class of Roman civil servant who guarded 

magistrates of the Roman Republic. A fasces, carried by the lictor, was used 

to hold an axe and was fashioned from a bundle of sticks and tied with a 

red ribbon.

manumission: The act of freeing a slave.

mosaic: A pattern or picture created from small, painted pieces of stone 

and glass.

myth: A story—often about gods and goddesses—created to explain things 

about life and the world.
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Olympiad: The four-year period from one Olympic game until the next. In 

the Hellenistic period, Olympiads were used as a way of calculating dates. 

patrician: A member of the high ranking and wealthy upper class of Roman 

society. Patricians, whose wealth was acquired by inheritance, dominated 

politics. 

plebeian: Ordinary Roman citizens not born into nobility, among them, 

farmers, merchants, and freed slaves. 

republic: An early form of Roman government (509–27 B.C.) in which 

power was held mainly by the senate, two elected consuls, and, occasion-

ally, a dictator (who could be appointed only for brief periods of emer-

gency). Initially, patricians ruled, but after the Conflict of Orders in 287 B.C., 

plebeians shared political power of the Roman Republic.

sarcophagus: A stone container for a coffin or body.	

senate: The main governing body in Imperial Rome, the senate was a 

council of elders that served as an advisory body. Although it did not create 

laws, the senate conferred the title of emperor and had significant judicial 

functions.

toga: The main article of clothing for a Roman citizen, a toga is a semi-cir-

cular piece of white wool or linen cloth that was wrapped around the body 

over a light tunic. Togas were decorated according to status: the emperor 

wore a purple toga, and senators wore togas with a broad purple stripe 

along the border. 

wreath:	 A ring of leaves worn by emperors or important individuals instead 

of a crown. Laurel leaves symbolized victory and power. Oak leaf wreaths 

were awarded for the highest achievement in civilian or military life.
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Web ResourcesWeb Resources

BBC website

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/; http://www.bbc.co.uk/

schools/romans/
Designed for adults and children, these sites offer a wide range of 
information on all aspects of life during the Roman Empire and on 
Roman Britain as well. Interactive games, activities, lesson plans, and 
a glossary are included in addition to other web links.

Online Reference Books for Medieval Studies:  

De Imperatoribis Romanis

http://www.roman-emperors.org/Index.htm 
Includes detailed biographies of the Roman emperors, as well as maps 
and an imperial battle index. 

Kidipede—History for Kids

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/romans/index.htm
Extensive site for teachers and students with information on culture, 
people, religion, food, environment, and more.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Timeline of the History of Art

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ht/05/eust/ht05eust.html
In-depth timeline of the history of the Italian peninsula from the year 
1 to 500 A.D. with links to sources on the Roman Empire and the 
museum’s collections. 

The Louvre Museum

http://www.louvre.fr/llv/oeuvres/detail_departement.jsp?FOLDER% 

3C%3Efolder_id=1408474395181112&CURRENT_LLV_DEP%3C% 

3Efolder_id=1408474395181112&FOLDER%3C%3EbrowsePath=1408474

395181112&bmUID=1170694954008&bmLocale=en
The Louvre’s Greek and Roman collections include some of the exhibited 
works and a timeline. See the site for related images and information.

PBS, The Roman Empire in the First Century

http://www.pbs.org/empires/romans/empire
Excellent source of information based on a series devoted to the Roman 
Empire of the first century. Includes timelines, lesson plans, games, 
and recipes.

Illustrated History of the Roman Empire

http://www.roman-empire.net/
Extensive history site including a timeline, search engine, and a chil-
dren’s section with activities.
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